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Moist surfaces encourage mould 
growth, and not just at the soaked 
locations. Overall humidity 
increases, turning other parts of your 
home into breeding grounds for mould.  
 
There are many types of mould with 
varying degrees of toxicity. The worst is 
ñtoxic mouldò known in the scientific world 
as Stachybotrys chartarum. Health impacts 

include breathing problems, rashes, 
watery eyes, runny noses, 
coughing and, for those with a 
weakened immune system, fungal 
lung infections. 
 
Dust mites cause another set 
of health issues. While theyôre 
common, they need moisture 
to thrive. Increased moisture 
due to water damage is just 
what this microscopic arachnid 

needs to get even more comfy in your 
home.  
 
Like all living creatures, dust mites 

According to US industry estimates, 
every day 14,000 people have to deal 
with a water damage emergency. In 
Canada, itôs not much better with 40% 
of all house insurance claims caused by 
water damage.  
 

There are three classes of water 

damage: 

 
1. Clean water from 
leaky faucets or 
supply pipes 

2. Grey water from sink 
drains and washing 
machines 

3. Black water from 
contaminated 
sources like sewage 
or floodwater. 

 
All these categories have a price, 
costing owners billions of dollars 
annually in North America alone.  
 

In addition to the financial burden,  

water damage is the facilitator for 

several health issues. 
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Finally the move is over! The boxes are 
(mostly) unpacked, the kidsô rooms are 
in order (for now) and you 
can rest your weary bones. 

  

Not so fast.  

  

Here are some things you 
have to do first: 

  

1. Change the locks 

Or the passcode for electronic 
locks. While itôs unlikely the previous 
owner will break in to rob you, thereôs 
still a security risk if your locks are the 
same as they were for past residents.  

  

2. Find out locations of water mains 
shut-off, power panel and gas shut-
off 

If your new home develops a leak, has 
electrical problems, or has a gas supply 
issue, you need to shut it off quickly. 
Donôt wait until something happens to 
start fumbling around. 

  

3. Prepare an emergency escape plan 

This is one of those things that often 
get placed on the ñtomorrowò list, 
which turns into the ñI didnôt get 
around to itò list. Before you need it, 
have it. Practice it until everyone 
knows what to do in a 
real emergency. 

 

4. Find out when 
garbage pick-up days 
are 

You undoubtedly have 
tons of garbage from 
those boxes you used or 
from cleaning out the 
place. Find out the 
protocol for garbage 
separation (conôt)  
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eliminate waste. Many people 

are allergic to dust mite 

droppings, causing itchiness, 

stuffiness, watery eyes, 

coughing, asthma and other 

respiratory illnesses. 

 
Water damage also promotes 

bacterial growth, 

particularly black water, 

which is full of bacteria to 

begin with. Gastrointestinal 

diseases like cholera and 

typhoid and viruses like 

hepatitis cause vomiting, 

diarrhea, stomach pain and 

fever. 

 
So what can you do to 

minimize water damage 

risks? 

 
Install water leak 

sensors to detect 

flow rates. These are 

coupled with shutoffs 

in leak prevention 

systems. When 

the system 

detects the 

irregular flows 

associated with 

leaks, it shuts 

off the supply 

and triggers an alarm.  

 
Leak prevention systems and 

flood alarms can be installed 

where water supply enters your 

home to protect your entire 

house or at specific appliances 

to minimize the risks at those 

locations. 

 
Shutoffs for appliances like 

washing machines use an 

electronic controller to monitor 

flow and turn on supply only 

when needed. They shut off the 

water between uses or when 

they detect flow synonymous 

with leaks.  

 
Some water damage happens 

slowly so address small leaks 

as soon as you discover them.  

 
Prevent water from turning 

your house into a habitat for 

harmful organisms. Call 

Plumb Perfect today to 

make sure youôre safe! 


